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Mayor of Mer Rouge Arrest-
ted in Baltimore

' ‘Fof_mor

/CHARGED WITH MURDER

' Louistana Executive Is Defender of
Bootleggers, Is Claim

Baltimore, Dee, 26.—Dr, B. M, Me-
Koin; former mayor of Mer Rouge,

»  who i wanted” there in_ con-
nection with the Morchouse Parish
kidnappings and the fifding of two
~mutilated bodies in Laké La Iourche,
wag arrested here today at the Johns
Hopking University-—Brady Institute
—where he is taking a Poa_t-gmduqtc
coursd. The arvest followed receipt
_of a telegram from Governor John M.
Parker of Louisiapa requesting the
local police to arrest McKoin on a
charge of murder.

After questioning by police of-
ficials' Dr. McKoin was locked up to
await further action by Louisiana
authorities. /
' Other than requesting the
. authorities to arrest Mc¢Koin
was nothing contained in  Governor
Parker's telegram. It read:
“Important. Arrvest Dr. MeKoin
for murder. Hold him for Louisinna
authorities.”

Dr. McKoin denied knowledge of
the, killing of the two men. *“All
I know,” he declared, “is that ‘both
me nkilled were on the bad side—
the side of bootleggers, gunmen and
men who associated with negro wo-
'~ men.”

local
there

Purely by Surprise

The discovery of Dr. McKoin here
and his subsequent arrest came
about purely by  accident. Word
was_received herve several days ago
that Dr, McKoin was a_student at
Johns Hopkins and Dgpartment  of.
. Justice agents sought’ to question

him. However, university officials

denied McKoin was registered as a

ost-graduate, and. stated several
Eetters had been received ther, but
unable to locate him, the iettcra
were turned over to the postoflice
department as “unknown.”

Jarly today f policeman was found
on the water front unconscious. He
was removed to a hospital, When the
hospital report reached police head-
%uar‘tcrs it was signed be( Dr. Me-
‘Koin, It was then that local news-
papeyrsmen rushed to the hospital and
interviewed him. Up to that time tle
telegram from Governor Parker ask-
ing for his arrest had not been receiv-
ed. Dr. McKoin spoke freely and in-
sisted he was not a fugitive from jus-
tice, and that he had made no at-
tempt to conceal his identity,

He stated he has been in Belti-
more ginee October 1, and had left

2

A

Mer Rouge after an attempt had
been made to assassinate him.
Not Member of Klan
Dvr. MceKoin insisted he was not

a.member of the Ku Klux Klan: He
praised the organizatic.i, however,
saying the members “did much to
hold down b otlegging sud  im-

\ mor:llit?r, while T was mayor of Mer
P Rouge.” He also stated that law-
legsness is a4 common occurrence

at Mer Rouge and that he was
among those who started to eclean

~up the place. The result, he said,

4’ was a havd Dbattle with bootleg-
‘gers, moonshiners and men of bad
reputc.

1)

Just before I left Mer Rouge a
boy of a good family was shot in
the back. What did the sheriff and
Governor do? The case wag dis-
migsed after a jury filled with boot-
leggers and the vicious clement de-
clared the alleged murderer inno-
cent.

“Now, however, when a bootleg-
ger and some one else is killed, the
Governor joins in the investigation
This affair, in my opinion, will de-
cide whether the decent and good
element of the town will control.”

Dr. McKoin stated he had
ceived threatening lotters a
time before he left Mer Rouge
asked the sheriff to investigate
without success, “Just as 1 left
the mayorship and the successful
candidate went into office,” he con-
tinued, “ghugs that paraded the
streets fired shots around my house.
I asked the sheriff to take wmat-
ters in hand, but nothing was done.”

HEARD ON ISLAND OF MAUN

re-
long
and

Honolulu, Dee. 26.—Musical se-
lections, broadeast by station WSB,
of Atlanta, Ga., December 15 and
16, were heard distinetly at Wai-
luku, Island of Maun, according to
advices just reeceived liere. A, IV,

ain, postmaster at Wailuku, op-
erated the amateur set that p{ckcd
up the signals,

SEVERAL PERSONS SHOT

Darlington, Dee. 26.—One negro
man was shot to death, another negro
had his finger chopped off by an axe,
a small negor girl was accldentally
shot, when a shot gun fell from a
wagon and another negor man was ac-
cidentally shot in the leg by one of
his friends during the holidays just
pasged. {

AUTOMOBILE i$ BLAMED

Yot

Chicago, Dee. 26.—The automobile
caused a higher number of sudden and
violent deaths in Chicago and Cook
county during the past year than any
other agency, according to a report of
the! corner’s office made public todday.

WILL WE TRY FOR
ONE OF THESE FARMS?

Gable, S.' C., Dec. 6th, 1922.
Mr. Harvie Jordan, Secty.
Cotton Growers Associafion,
‘Bt. Matthews, 8. C.
Dear Siv;

I noticed a report of' your spetch
in. Charlotte, N. C. about two weeks
ago, in which you said:” “It is only a
question of time when the boll weeovil
will eventually destroy the cotion
crop, unless systematie, concerted ac-
tion is taken by the farmers to pre-
vent it, even- 1T they have to be forced
into it by law.” 4

I' also _noticed an article in last
Sunday’s‘State, from which it appears
that the Agriculture Deépartment in
Bulletin No. 1111 advises ‘'community
organization in gin units. )

In today’s paper a repoit of the
Memphis meeting in which Mr. Hun-
ter said: “An individual farmer who
does not follow proper methods may
reed enough weevils to nullify the

appears that some system of enfore-
ing community action; by law is de-
sirable.” ; .

I thought about a year ago that I
saw the same thing Mr. Hunter says,
as quoted above, and yan a page ad-
vertisement in the I\’[mmin;: Times,
calling for a meeting of the farmers
in our community May 13th. We are
enclosing civeular distributed at that
time, also copy of a' report of the
meeting. i

As we were rather;late in gelting
started last year, we did not accom-
plish ns much as we hoped to.

If after reading this | circular you
are enough interested;to attend a re-
vival meeting of this gtganization and
will advise about when it would suit
you to come, we will arrange for a
meeting. The farmers at Summerton
were ecalled together last week for
the purpose of forming a similar or-
ganization, and those present at the
first mecting appointed a committee
to arrange for the second meeting, at
which time the Association will prob-
ably be formed. 3

I have talked with quite. a number
of farmers in the neighborhood of
Bishopville, and they are veady for
a similar organization. One of the
Lee County farmers remarked to me
a few days ago, that he did not drgad
the wintered over weevil any more,
he could take care of him, but the mi-
gratory weevil is what he dreads.

An organization of this kind would
zo a long ways toward solving thoe
Emhlcm of community planting one

ind of seed, planting at a given time,
all picking at the same time, and all
destroying the stalks at the same
time.

Will you help us?

Very truly yours,
C. C. Christal.

r. C. C, Christal,

Gable, 8. C,
Dear My, Christal:

After an absence in New York and
New England covering a° period of
some two weeks, I find upon my re-
turn your valued ecommunication of
the 6th instant, which T have read
with much interest,

It will afford me great pleasure to
comply with your very cordial invita-
tion to meet with a gathering of your
farmers at sometime during ~ the
“months of January and February, and
discuss with them the latest and most
;lpht'(!v{!d methods of boll weevil con-
rol. |

The American Assoeiation is pre-
paring  to inaugurate a  system of
county demonstration furms in 400
countics cast of the Mississippi river
next year, It will be a preat aid to
the farmers of your county to have
such a demonstration farm in your
county, to be planted, eultivated, fer-
tilized and poisoned under specific
directions for getting the best possible
results, -

If you will write to me about the
first of January, stating what time
during that month or l'f?cbrum'y you
would prefer to have your county
meeting in regardgto these matters,
I will make my arrangements to com-
ply with your invitation and be with
you on that oceasion. It is our pur-
pose to do everything possible duringe
the coming season to reider every
valuable aid to the farmers in the
South Atlantie and Middle Gulf States
to enable them to overcome the wee-
vil and prevent the migratory flight
of the inscet which destroys the erop
ench season in heavily infested secc-
tions.

With  best  wishes for a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year, 1

M

am,
Very Lrul}r yours
(signed) Harvie jordnn.
Secretary,

American Cotton Association.

Gable, 8. C., Dee, 23, 1022,
Mr, Shope,
Dear Sir:

I am_enclosing copy of letter just
received,

It appears probable that we ecan
get one of these 400 Demonstration
{nrms for Clarendon County, if we
ry.

Will you assist in forming a Courity
organization for the purpose of com-
bating' the weevll and t n;i to bring
Clarendon back to pre-boll weovil

like to have Mr, Harvie

conditions—48,000 balea?

Would sw:m
Jordan, Becretary of the American
Cotton Asgsocintion with us at the or-
ganization meetlnr:? :

Where should the meeting be held
and when? favor meeting at the

]

Cowt. Hoage, Saturday, January 18th

efforts of his neighbors. " It therefore®
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or 20th, and would be pleased to hear
om and reeeive suggestions from
you.
Very truly yours,
C. C. Christal.

The above three letters have been
received from Mr, C. C. Christal of
Gable. Mvr. Christal is traveling along
the right lines and we believe it is
the duty of every business man and
farmer in Clarendon County to get
busy and form some conerete organi-
zation at once to fight the boll weovil,
Mr. Christal sugpests that a meeting
be held in Manning on January 13th
or 20th to formulate some plins to
et one of the 400 experimental farms
that Mr, Jordan says is going to be
placed in the cotton belt of the South.

It is time for Clarendon County to
get together and try to get on our
feet. We can do it if we will only
make the effort. There is no one go-
ving to jump in and help us unless we
show the proper spirit and start the
work ourselves,

We believe it ig the duty of some
of our leading men to take hold of
this wiovement ab once and et out
and interview the people and see Just
what date they want the meeting
held. Mvr. Christal will gladly fur-
nish all the help that he ecan. Let's
hear from some one tomorrow.

WORKING ON HIGHWAYS

Columbia, Dece.  26.—IHighways
throughout South Carolina are rapid-
ly being Iput in shape for first-clnss
travel following cessation of the gen-
eral raing last Friday, it was announ-
ced at the office of the State High-
way Commission here today, Mainten
ance gangs and patrolmen are busy
and it is expected that every mile of
State road under maintenance will
have been gone over by Wednesday.

The commission gave out this
statement, headed "Highways Now
in Better Condition.”

“The State Highway Department

announced this morning tha since
the cessation of rains Friday the
State highways are Dbeing rapidly

whipped back into shape. The main-
tenance gangs and patrolmen over
the State are now busy and it is
expected that Y:'aactically overy
ronc

mile of State under mainte-
nance will have been machined Qr
dragged by tomorrow.

“Through traflic should  expori-
‘ence no especinl diffleulty on  the
State roads after today except that
on the  Washington-Atlanta  high-
|way through Chesterfield County;
draffic should detour by Hartaville
and Bishopville.  Through  traffic
batween: Greenville and  Greenwood:
will find: better ronds IBV oing.  via
‘Piedmont, Belton and Donsdlds.

an emergency,

A DISASTROUS PFIRE

Last Sunday night at 10:20 o'clock
the fire alarm was sent in as it was
discovered the large brick stables of
Thomas Live Stock Co., burning
IFor four hours four streams of water
were poured into the mass of flames.
It was one of the most disastrous fires
that Manning has  experieneed in
yvears, Atgpne time looked as if the
Western l'ﬁ“:iun, the Bank of Mann-
ing, The Manning Times, Postoflice,
and Mr. Tom Nimmer's residence
would fall vietims to the fire, but
by hard work the damage was confin-
cd to the Thomas building, In the
building were about sixty-five to
seventy horses and mules, several
cows and a bunch of hops. Besides
several car loads of new wagons, bug-
ries, automobiles, farm  machinery
and ton upon ton of hay, corn, peas,
cte.

The squeals from the burning hogs,
the bellows of the cows and the moans
and  eroans of dying horses were
heart-rendering, but il was impossible
to save them. Mnjor the big black
horse who was the first horse the
town bought for the fire wagon, and
who for years and years performed
the duties as a fire horse, was burned
to death. In faet, both of the town
horses were lost in  the fire. We
haven't as yet been able to ascertain
from Mr. Thomas how many of his
horses and mules were buried, but it
is supposcd there were about twenty-
fice, besides the cows and hogs.

The Manning Drug Store, which
was in this building was destroyed.
There was  $2,000 insurance on the
contents,
all of his things including the build-
ing. Thomasg' logs is something like
$36,000 net.

IFUEL BOSS WILL QUIT

Washington, Dee. 26.—Conrad .
Spens preparved his  resignation  to-
day as federal fuel distributor for
transmission tomorrow to President
Harding to become effective  Jan-
uary 1. Alonge  with it will go a
brief report on  the work of the
emergency offlce,.  which was estab-

lished September 22, after the con-
clugion of the coal strikes. Mr,
Spens will return to his former post
as vice president of the  Chicago,
Burlington and Quiney Railroad, with
headquartcm at Chicago®

It is congidered probable that the
fuel distribution  offices will be
closed soon  after January 1, al-
though an organization will be
held tegether to eara for leftover
details,  Under the Iaw creating it,
Pregident Harding may terminate
its activitien at any time by with-
drawing  a proclamation  declaring
under which it has
functionéd,

Mr. Thomas had $4,000 on,f

SUMTER TO SPEND
SEVERAL MILLION

On  Public Improvement — Roads,

Bridges, Pire Department and
Electrie Plant Reccive
Benefit

Sumter, Dec. 26,—Sumter counly
and the city of Sumter are now in
the course of spending $4,678,500 in
modern county and municipal improve-
ments,  according to a  compilalion
maed public here today by 2. 1. Rear-
don, manager-secretary of the Sum-
ter County Chamber of  Commerce.
The improvements range from 125
miles of conerete and asphalt high-
ways and a modern municipal eleetric
light and ice plant to the construction
of an abaltoir for preparing meatl for
the citizens of the city and county,

Besides the  public moneys being
spent, many thousands of  dollars
are being spent  on private  onter-
prises, Modern rural school build-
ings are being constructed in many

scetions of the county.

The money now in course is  bhoe-
ing spent includes a bond issue  for
$2,500,000 authorized by direcet vote
of the people for reads and  one
for $500,000 voted by the county
legislative delegation. It is  esti-
mated that to this $3,000,0000  fund
will be added $500,000 from Stale
and  federal funds, Besides this
sum, the count ypaid $37,500, as its

one-fourth of Lhe
the Wateree bridge; $11,000
proaches to the bridge
or machinery  and equipment. for
building the Oswego  highway.
Tha city of Sumter has  just spent
$700,000 for the purchase of the
old privately owned cleetrie  light
and ice plunt  and the building of
a modern plant; a bond issue of
$260,000 was voted on  September
12, for street and sidewalk work;
$26,000 has  been  donated by fifty

for ap-
and $15,000

citizens  for establishing the Me-
morial Park to World War Vet
erans; $20,000 for moderpizing and

motovizing  the fire department;
$15,000 for dowlnown street light-
ingr; $75,000 for extension and en-
larging of the water maing, esteb-
lishment of n garbage removal sys-
tem, a public nursing service and
motorizing of the various services,
and $80,000 for erection of a mod-
ern abattoir.

The county, according to Mr. Rear-
don, has adopted the slogan “never
say die—lo-——with the boll weevil)”
and is planning its work so it will be
independent. of cotton in the future.

Many foolish persons add to  the
burden of tomorrow before they are
called upon to bear it. We ecan all
increase our worries; it is as  simple
and sgurely better, to lessen them.

cotl of builling|.

SHIPS. BATTERED
BY FERCE STORMS

Fourteen Vessels Enter New York
Badly Scnrrud{'

FIVE VESSELS OVERDUE

Skippers Report Vieiofis Never-End-
ing Battles With Lashing
Hurricanes

New York, Dec. 26E—Battered amd
searved by heavy  weather, fourteen
ships plowed slowly into  quaran-
Line from sarly morning until late
afternoon today, the  skippers of
them all reporting a vicious  never-
ending baltle  with' a series of  lash-
ing hurricancs which seemed to
shake the Atlantic to the bottom.

One ship— the gigantiec new liner

Caronin—put in at Halifax  beeause
she was steadily losing hor  fight
with the storm.  Another liner re-

ported to her owners that she would
be two days late, A thivd flashed in
with a report (Hat she couldn’t reach
New York until tomorrow, salthourh
she has apparently gone  safely
through most of the storm.

The center of the storms which have
been ruling the waves  for the last
three weeks, appeared to  be about
1,000 miles off the European coast.
Skippers of the liners said they crash-

ed int othem at this port and fought

steadily  through terrific gales until
within 500 miles of the United States.
All Are Battered
All of the ships which came
quarantine loday  were  freiphters.
Some of the mhad parts of  the
bridges pone,  Small boats  on their
decks were erushed and torn, In
one or two inslancesdhatehes were
pounded in, and all of them reported
their erews had been  in oil - skins
almost  steadily  for from five Lo
fourteen days.

IEven with fourteen ships  rveport-
ing in, quarantine did not have as
many as were expected,  Iive ships,
including Lo Savoie, were  overdue.
Lat Saveoie  reported she  would  he
in Thursday but the owners, heard
nothing from the Lovd H.\'r‘;)n, the
sastern City and  the York Castle,
all of which were expected ot their
docks  today. The President  Mon-
roe will arrvive tomorcow,  Cable
and wircless messages told the
ravages  on the Buropean side.  Fal-
mouth, England, reported three
ships had put in there  with broken
machinery and another went to St
Vincent, Cape Verde  Ishods,  her
engines also damagred,

The Belgian steamship  Londoner,
going  to Norfolk, Va, had to stop
in Queenstown  for  repairvs.  Huli-
Tax  reported  that the Norwegian
Mreighter Lorentz W, Hanson, which
sailed from Swansea, Wales, De-
cember 14, with a load of coul, had
heen foreed Lo put back  to Liverpool,
leaking and with her  bridge  swept
away.

into
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POISON LIQUOR CAUSES DEATHS

New York, Dee. 26.—Eight deaths

wer alfributed today  to  drinking
poisonous ligquor over Christmas. A
HCOre Or more ()1‘ vietims woerae con-

fined to hospitals.

Of the cight persons  who dicd,
two were  women, A Brooklyn wo-
man was arrested  as the  seller of
whiskey which eaused the death of
one of the women.

Many in Hospital

Boston, Dee. 26 -Move  than
Ly persons awere in hospitals here
today  suffering  from  aleohol  poi-
son as o result of drinking lquors
obtained during  the holidays.  Two
deaths due  to this cause oceurred.
Eighteen of the patients  were lst-
el ag inoaoeritieal condition.

fif-

One Death

betroit, Dee, 26— Poisonous  liquor
obtanined over the Christmias holidays
was declared by the police today to
have been responsible for one death
and the illness of more than a score
of persons here. I'rom  Saturidny
nigght until this morning, twenty-theee
persons declared (o have partalen of
poigsonous whiskey were admitted 1o
hospitals. ;

SR S o
WILL DISCUSS TRAFFIC

Washington, Dee.  26.--A confor-

ence  of  representatives of  steam:
ship lines in the  Gulf, South At
Lantie and North Atlantie  districts

will be held January 15
traflic  matters with a
vising any diserepancies and  con-
tiruing their  harmoniousd  relutions,
toe Shipping Board  ancouncol o
day.

Representatives  of  foreign  tlae
lines as wel las of American  opera
tors have been invited Lo attend the
conforence, which, it was caild, preoh
ably will be held at Atlantie City,

.

Lo alisduss
view of  voe

MISS WILLIAMS TO RESIGN

Dee.  26.--Miss

Memphis, Charl
Williams, of Memphia, on January
1 wWAll vesign as  viece chairman  of

the Demoeratic nationnl
and as  the woman representative
from Tennessce  on thal commiltee,
she announced tonight.

Misgs Williams has been a
bor of the eommiltee gince 1918
vice chairman since 1920. She  said
she had found it impossible to give
the necessary work to political  af-
faira, and she had, thorm‘oroi de-

1
desire

committoea

maein-
aml

cided to notify Cordell TTull, chair-
man of the committee, of her
to resign,




